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Subject:  Commandment #11
Title:	Eighth Commandment - Thou Shalt Not Steal
Text: Exodus 20:15; Matthew 19:18; Romans 13:9

Exodus 20:15 Thou shalt not steal. 

Matthew 19:17 And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but 
one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. 
18 He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not com-
mit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, 

Romans 13:8 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another 
hath fulfilled the law.
9 For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou 
shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, 
it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
10 Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

Introduction

Stealing or theft has many good definitions. Simply put, stealing is taking without giving ad-
equate compensation. Stealing is laying one’s hand upon that which is not rightfully his own.

Violating the Eighth Commandment may be the most	common violation of all, for it touches 
every area of life:

Stealing can involve:
- persons or possessions
- the visible or invisible (diamonds or dreams)
- people and God
- active or passive (neglect)
- taking or withholding
- secular or spiritual

The bottom line is that all theft is an offense	against	God.

Violations	of	This	Commandment

Violations of this commandment are so common because some	form	of	theft	is	involved	in	
violating	any	other	of	the	Ten	Commandments.

-	Violating the First - we steal glory from God as we do when we violate the Second.

- Violating the Third	- we steal and destroy God’s good name and reputation.

- Violating the Fourth - we steal time from God.
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- Violating the Fifth - we steal honor and respect from our parents.

- Violating the Sixth - we steal a man’s life.

- Violating the Seventh - we may steal a man or woman’s wife or husband’s and the 
sanctity of family.

- In violating the Ninth - thou shalt not bear false witness, one steal’s truth.

- In violating the Tenth - one is tempted to plot the theft of that which is not rightfully 
his own, through covetousness, which is idolatry, one breaks the First and Second 
Commandments.

We can see the broad	application of this commandment in the lives of many Bible thieves:

- Jacob - stole brother’s birthright - Genesis 27
- David - stole Uriah’s wife, 2 Samuel 11
- Achan - took of the accursed thing, Joshua 7:11
- Judas - John 12:6
- Rachel - Genesis 31:19, 34-35
- Thief on the cross - Matthew 27:38

Review	of	the	Previous	Seven

Review of the preceding commandments from the positive perspective:

No. 1 - The Lord, Creator of Heaven and Earth, spoken of in God’s Holy Word, is to 
have the place of highest priority in your life.

No. 2 - The Lord alone is worthy of your attention, worship and affection.

No. 3 - Live a life that reflects the attitude that God is special, unique and worthy of 
the expenditure of all of our resources.

No. 4 - Commit a chunk of time out of your life to worship and serve Him.

No. 5 - Show honor, reverence and respect for those who have given you the gift of 
life.

No. 6 - Respect the life given to every other human being. Cherish and protect it as 
though it were your very own.

No. 7 - Protect the holiness and sanctity of marriage, family and home. Keep your 
promises. Protect integrity where it counts most.
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Definition of Theft, Stealing

Steal, d. (stealth) - “laying hands unjustly on that which is another’s; the invading of 
another’s rights.”

Kinds	of	Theft

*	Stealing	from	others:
- robbery/kidnapping
- burglary/larceny
- false weights/balances
- borrowing with no intent to repay or return
- usury, extortion, fraud
- financial mismanagement
- receiving stolen goods
- slander, gossip
- failure to provide for those for whom one is responsible

*	Stealing	from	self:
- waste
- idleness/laziness
- negligence in maintenance
- failure to pursue excellence/potential

*	Stealing	from	God:
- time - involvement
- talent - doing
- treasure - giving
- talk - praise

What	Would	Motivate	or	Cause	One	to	Steal?

* Satanic solicitation or temptation
* Covetousness - lust of the flesh
* Unbelief - lack of faith
* Thanklessness - unable to have satisfaction in God’s provision

The fact of the whole matter is simply this - there are two kinds of people in this world, 
givers	and	takers. Everyone in this room today can be generally categorized as one or the 
other. You may not be honest enough with yourself to judge correctly, but your friends and 
family can tell you which of these two categories you fall into!!

Giving is Divine, it is not human to give. Human beings are rightfully called “consumers.” 
The taker or the consumer, believes that he essentially has a right to everything in this world. 
He takes but rarely gives unless it is required and accounted for.



	 	 	 	 	 	 	 �

The	greatest	antidote	to	thievery	is	generosity!

We live in a very difficult time.

1) By nature, all of us are takers, covetous.

2) Our entitlement ridden mentality helps excuse our taking:
- “Everyone does it.”
- “My employer is wealthy.”
- “I pay taxes.”
- “I’m suing the insurance company.”
- “I’m taking my health benefits.”
- “I deserve more.”
- “They won’t miss it.”
- “I deserve some sick days.”

3) We are insensitive or unresponsive to God’s commandments. They are not God’s		 	 	
	 	 Ten	Suggestions!	Unbelief.

4) We are ungrateful, unable to be satisfied with what we have so we must have more,    
  legally or illegally!

Statistics

* 56% of all crimes committed in America are larceny/theft.

* One in 52 shoppers steals from the store they are shopping in. One in 35 are caught. 
Twenty percent of shoplifters are considered “wealthy.”

* Employee theft is estimated at $120 billion a year.

* 48% of all employees took something from their employer last year.

* Every 26 seconds a car is stolen in the United States.

* In 2004, 1.2 million car	thefts reported, $7.6 billion a year.

* Identity	theft - every 79 seconds someone’s identity is stolen. The average ID theft 
victim lost $6,700!

* Credit Card theft    * Fraud
* Identity theft     * Extortion
* Auto theft      * Burglary/Larceny
* Employee theft     * Robbery
* Data theft      * Tax Evasion
* Bad loans

“Exodus 20:15, “Thou shalt not steal.”
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What	Is	the	Remedy?

* Guard yourself from temptation - put on the whole armor of God.
* Increase your faith - obedience, to the Word.
* Learn to be satisfied.
* Learn to be thankful for what you have.
* Chastise your selfishness and learn to be a “giver” rather than a “taker.” -  Acts 20:35  
  - “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 

Ephesians 4:28  Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working 
with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth. 

Are you stealing time from your family?

Do you steal time and materials from your employer?

Have you stolen someone’s good name by recklessly talking about them?

Are you in possession of something you promised and intended to return?

Have you stolen someone’s affection that was not rightfully yours?

Have you been honest with God in the giving of your personal resources, time, talent, 
treasure? Or have you robbed Him!

Do you fill your purse or pockets with the cream, sugar and utensils from your favorite 
restaurant?

Have you given time and maintenance to preserve that which you already own?

Do you call in “sick” when you are not?

Have you taken something for yourself that does not rightfully belong to you?

How about the government, parents, employer, children, friends, church, grocery store, 
God?

Ephesians 4:28 Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working 
with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth. 
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