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Subject:  Commandment #13
Title:	Tenth Commandment - Thou Shalt Not Covet
Text: Exodus 20:17; Luke 12:15; Hebrews 13:5

Exodus 20:17 Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house, thou shalt not covet thy neigh-
bour’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any 
thing that is thy neighbour’s. 

Luke 12:15 And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s 
life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth. 

Hebrews 13:5  Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such 
things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 

Introduction

* As many of you know, last Sunday Penny and I celebrated our 40th Wedding Anniver-
sary (Thank you for all the great cards and notes!!!).

* I Preached in Port Charlotte, Florida.
* One day we walked Englewood Beach nearby.
* Multi-million dollar homes on the beachfront.
* As we walked we talked and “admired” the beautiful homes.
* Question: What is the difference between looking at and enjoying the scenery and cov-

etousness? That thought led to several questions:

Tell me, what is the difference  - between:

* Being self confident and being arrogant?
* Being righteously indignant and being angry?
* Holding someone in high esteem and envying them?
* Being attracted to someone and being lustful?
* Desiring to be prosperous and successful and being greedy?
* Being full and being a glutton?
* Being an admirer of someone and being jealous?
* Being under the influence and being drunk?
* Noticing a thing of beauty and being covetous?

Exodus 20:17 Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house, thou shalt not covet thy 
neighbour’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor 
any thing that is thy neighbour’s. 

The	Bible	Has	Much	to	Say	About	Covetousness

- It is listed among the Ten Commandments with murder, idolatry, lying, thievery and 
adultery.
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- It is called “idolatry” in Colossians 3:5.

- Luke 12:15, “Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in 
the abundance of the things which he possesseth.” 

- Ecclesiastes 5:10, “He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that 
loveth abundance with increase: this is also vanity.” 

- Covetousness is a form of lust that originates in the heart.

- Scriptures tell us to “flee” from:

1. idolatry - 1 Corinthians 10:14 
2. fornication - 2 Timothy 2:22 
3. covetousness - 1 Timothy 6:10-11 

- 1 Timothy 6:10, “For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some cov-
eted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many 
sorrows.”

- Covetousness is the sin that keeps us from enjoying what we have.

Definitions of Covetousness and Contentedness

* Covetous - “Very desirous; excessively eager to obtain and possess; inordinate desire 
for gain or possession; greed of wealth with a view to hoarding it.”

* Content - “Having the desires limited by that which one has, not disposed to repine or 
grumble. To accept one’s state as being sufficient.”

Factoids:

* The “Wall Street Journal” says that 70% of us live from paycheck to paycheck.

* The personal savings rate of Americans is -2.2%.

* 55% of Americans “worry” about money.

* Average new car loan exceeds $23K

* Average American has nine credit cards with $10K debt attached.

* Total consumer debt October 2003 - $1.98T or $18,700 per household (credit card and 
car loan)
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We	Are	to	Have	a	Proper	Attitude	Toward	Our	Possessions

1. Be content with what we have - 1 Timothy 6:6,8.

2. Seek first the Kingdom of God - Matthew 6:33.

3. Where you heart is there will your treasure be also - Matthew 6:1.

4. We should not trust in uncertain riches - 1 Timothy 6:17.

5. We are to give to the poor - Proverbs 21:25-26; 28:27.

6. We are not to love “things” - 1 John 2:15.

7. Your actions should be set on things above - Colossians 3:1-.3

8. You cannot serve God and mammon - Matthew 6;24.

9. We must guard our hearts against the deceitfulness of riches - Luke 12:15-21.

10. Covetousness leads to many sorrows - 1 Timothy 6:10.

Positive	Biblical	Steps	to	Help	Overcome	Covetousness	

I. Understand that it is theoretically impossible to be perfectly satisfied in this life.

Psalm 17:15 As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, 
when I awake, with thy likeness.

II.	Realize	that	being	content	is	contrary	to	our	human	nature	and	it	must	be	
learned.

Proverbs 27:20 Hell and destruction are never full; so the eyes of man are never satis-
fied.

Matthew 6:24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love 
the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God 
and mammon.

Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto you.

III. Evaluate the relative aspect of the three major components of life: “Having” 
-  “Doing” - “Being.

1 Thessalonians 5:23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God 
your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.
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John 6:27 Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth 
unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the 
Father sealed.

IV. Don’t grasp anything too tightly in this life - there is no such thing as absolute 
ownership	-	learn	to	be	a	good	loser.

1 Timothy 6:6-8 But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing 
into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and rai-
ment let us be therewith content.

1 Timothy 6:17-19 Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highmind-
ed, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things 
to enjoy; That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, will-
ing to communicate; Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the 
time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.

V. Learn to and practice being thankful for all things.

1 Thessalonians 5:18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus concerning you.

VI. Recognize that you deserve nothing, in fact, you deserve God’s condemnation 
and	judgment.

James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down 
from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.

Ephesians 2:8-9 8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves; 
it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.

VII. Learn to protect yourself from the media that stimulates your sensual appe-
tites.

Job 31:1 I made a covenant with mine eyes; why then should I think upon a maid?

VIII. Learn to trust God rather than your intuition, insight and business sense. See 
that your need or want can lead you to dependence on God.

Proverbs 3:5-6 5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

IX. Practice self-denial, delayed gratification. Learn to say “No!” to yourself.

Luke 9:23-24 And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny him-
self, and take up his cross daily, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall 
lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it.
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X.	Reduce	your	desires	to	meet	your	resources	-	live	below	your	means.

Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto you.

XI. Chasten your greed, covetousness and envy by giving of yourself and your re-
sources.

Matthew 6:19-21 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust 
doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do 
not break through nor steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

XII. Know that by knowing Christ, His salvation and forgiveness, you already have 
the most valuable thing in life!

Luke 12:15 And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s 
life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.

Colossians 3:2-4 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For 
ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall  
appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.

Jeremiah 9:23-24 Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, nei-
ther let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: But 
let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the 
LORD which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in 
these things I delight, saith the LORD.

Summary

* Theoretically, it is impossible to be completely satisfied in this life.
* Being content is contrary to human nature.
* “Being” is more important than doing, more important than having.
* Learn to be a good loser.
* Always be thankful.
* You deserve nothing but Hell, everything else is a gift.
* Protect yourself from the media.
* Lean wholly on the Lord.
* Learn to say no to yourself.
* Live below your means.
* Chasten your selfishness by giving.
* When you have Christ, you have it all!

IT’S NOT HAVING WHAT YOU WANT, IT’S WANTING WHAT YOU HAVE!

At the outset of the sermon, I gave you a list of questions that came to the forefront in Penny 
and my conversation - what is the difference?
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* Being self confident and being arrogant?
* Being righteously indignant and being angry?
* Holding someone in high esteem and envying them?
* Being attracted to someone and being lustful?
* Desiring to be prosperous and successful and being greedy?
* Being full and being a glutton?
* Being an admirer of someone and being jealous?
* Being under the influence and being drunk?
* Noticing a thing of beauty and being covetous?

We cross the line when evil thoughts, intentions or actions, result from our thinking.

Self-confidence becomes pride when we exalt self at the expense of others.

Desire to prosper becomes greed when we have evil thoughts or intentions, or engage in sin-
ful behavior, to take that which is not our own.

Appreciation of beauty becomes lust when sinful thoughts, intentions, or actions are birthed 
in our thinking.

Mark 7:21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, 
fornications, murders, 
22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, 
pride, foolishness: 
23 All these evil things come from within, and defile the man. 

The sin is committed in the heart even before action is taken according to Jesus.

Remedy

Philippians 4:8 8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are 
honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are 
lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any 
praise, think on these things. 
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