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Subject:  Biblical World Views #1
Title:	Think Like Jesus
Texts: Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:6, etc.

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.  

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 

John 12:47 And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I came 
not to judge the world, but to save the world. 
48 He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word 
that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.

John 14:6  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me. 

Introduction

These four scriptural passages present some of the most powerful statements in the Bible. If 
they are absolutely true, many, many people will find themselves on the wrong side of God’s 
judgment some day.

If these statements are indeed true, they must profoundly effect our choices and decisions in 
life. They form, along with several other like passages, the foundation for our moral and ethi-
cal lives. They serve as the basis for what we call our world-view or philosophy	of	life.

Everyone has one, few have actually thought it through and developed a plan for living one’s 
life.

Everyone of us possesses a world-view. Your world-view is the way you perceive life. Your 
“world-view” is made up of certain beliefs, principles and truths through which you filter all 
information you encounter in your life, and through which all your decisions are made.

Your world-view is your philosophy	of	life; it is the way life works; it is what is “true for 
you”! All ethical and moral choices and consequent behaviors are a direct result of your be-
lief system.

Your world-view is the product of all the information, education, conversation, ideas and 
experiences you absorb to form your values, morals and beliefs.

After asking several questions of those who were polled to qualify truly “born again” believ-
ers, George Barna found that only 25% of all born again Christians base their moral and ethi-
cal choices on the truths found in the Word of God. Three	out	of	four	Christians	have	their	
world-view	or	life	philosophy	shaped	by	something	other	than	the	Word	of	God!



	 	 	 	 	 	 	 �

This may or may not surprise you. Not all believers are students of the Word of God. Not	
all	believers	are	disciples. The sad consequence of all this is simply that a full 75% of true 
believers do	not think like Jesus! This says volumes concerning the Church’s influence and 
effectiveness or lack thereof.

With a mere 40 minute sermon on Sunday morning to teach biblical values or a biblical 
world-view, the Church is at a great disadvantage in a world influenced by radio, TV, print 
media, education, internet and the like! Remember, our world-view is the accumulation and 
consequent effect of all of these resources on our thinking.

The fact is, that with few exceptions, the secularized world and its competing world views, 
dominate our daily informational and experiential input, moving Christians to make impor-
tant decisions in life based upon secular beliefs and world-view philosophies.

Only one in seven born again Christians believe that the Bible teaches moral	absolutes and, 
therefore, draw their beliefs for life and conduct from it!

Whether we like it or not, whether we believe it or not, we are immersed in a culture that op-
erates under many competing life philosophies. Our actions and decisions flow naturally out 
of those beliefs that we have accepted to be true. In a world where there are so many world-
views, this creates chaos and confusion. All world-views are not equal, all do not produce the 
same kind of thinking, decisions and actions.

Whenever we make a decision, we unconsciously run it through a mental and emotional “fil-
ter” that moves us to make choices consistent with what we believe to be true, significant and 
appropriate. That “filter” is the result of how we have organized information to make sense 
of the world in which we live. How we see life.

All decisions are built on a group or series of pre-suppositions (beliefs). A biblical world-
view is a philosophy of life, belief in how life works, through the filter of the Word of God. 
The life lens provides personal understanding of every idea, opportunity, and experience 
based on the identification and application of relevant Bible principles so that every choice is 
consistent with God’s demands.

For one to have a biblical world view, one must ask the question, “What would Jesus do in 
this situation?” To answer this question, it requires that one thinks	like	Jesus. To think like 
Jesus, one must embrace the truths, principles and philosophy of life that He Himself held. 
One must be very familiar with His life, His words, His values, and His decisions!

There were four elements that worked together to form His world-view:

�.	Jesus’	Foundation - The Word of God as recorded in Scripture - He memorized key 
passages. Jesus would challenge His hearers, saint or not, with the correct personal 
interpretation and application of Scripture.

�.	Jesus’	Focus - Narrow-minded - His focus was solely on knowing and fulfilling the 
Father’s purpose and mission for His life.
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�.	Jesus’	Filter - All info was processed through a spiritual filter, the filter of truth, real-
ity, facts, holiness and eternal value.

4.	Jesus’	Faith - He proved belief by action.

There	are	essentially	three	kinds	of	people	in	this	world:
-	Unbelievers
-	Believers
-	Disciples

�.	Unbelievers - For whatever reason, these people have not chosen to accept the bibli-
cal claims of Jesus Christ. They have not personalized repentance and faith. 

Unbelievers could embrace any world-view or philosophy as their personal reality, the 
way they view life and how it works. They can mix and match.

�.	Believers - Accept the Bible to be true, the claims of Christ to be true, and they have 
repented of their sins and placed their faith in Christ to forgive them and save them. 
You do not have to know a great amount of Bible to become a believer.

The believer has begun a transformation (new birth), but often times retains the 
thought perspective of his before Christ’s life.

�.	Disciples - Are believers who actively pursue to know God, read the Scriptures, think 
like and act like Jesus, and are committed to fulfilling Jesus’ moral expectations and 
Gospel mission in this World. The disciple is in process of TRANSFORMATION.

The Disciple has entered the process of transformation to be conformed to Christ’s im-
age - to think like and act like Jesus.

Seven	of	the	Most	Popular	Philosophies	of	Life

�.	Deism - God exists, He created the world, but has abandoned us to fend for ourselves.
- He does not love or care for people.
- Miracles do not exist.
- People are left to determine their own destinies.
- Morality and ethics are important and relative.

�.	Naturalism - What you see is what you get!
- Two popular flavors: Marxism, Humanism.
- No God, no miracles, no Divine intervention.
- No purpose, life is chance.
- Values and ethics determined by man.
- Fulfillment through personal material comfort and personal dignity.
- No life after death.
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�.	Nihilism - Denial of existence; nothing, including God, actually exists.
- No knowledge, meaning or value.
- Truth is the absolute denial of everything.
- No good, no evil, not spiritual realm or beings.
- Self-consciousness and human reason is baseless.

4.	Existentialism - Life has no ultimate meaning.
- Each of us determines our own meaning.
- Create your own world of value.
- Because our actions reflect our choices, they are right by definition.
- Goodness is comfort.
- No God, senseless suffering, daily chaos.
- Nihilism plus human passion.

5.	Postmodernism	- Hyper individualism
- No explanation for life and reality.
- You can believe whatever you want.
- Judges 21:25, “Every man did that which was right in his own eye.”
- No moral absolutes or truth.
- Behavior is a private matter.
- Hyper-tolerant.
- Anarchy is a true and viable expression of self.
- Feelings replace reason.
- Experience replaces logic.
- Contradictions replace consistency.

6.	Pantheism - Impersonal Divinity
- Drawn upon Eastern religions.
- Everyone is god.
- Their god is abstract, impersonal, god is the grand unity of the Universe.
- Become one with the planet.
- Reincarnation.
- No traditional understanding of dignity or morality.
- No basis for right or wrong.
- History is meaning less, time is cyclical.
- Existence is just “being” - self-awareness.

7.	New	Age	- Philosophical syncretism
- Based in Eastern mysticism.
- Draws elements from all other world-views.
- No transcendent god.
- No evil power to oppose the “divine.”
- Man is the ultimate authority - he’s already “divine.”
- Man has unlimited potential
- Man is the center of all reality.
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Christianity

- God exists, He created all things.

- God is holy, just, almighty and eternal.

- God exists in a spiritual realm inhabited by spirit beings that are good and evil.

- Man was created in the image and likeness of God. He is fallen morally and needs for-
giveness and reconciliation with his Creator.

- The Bible is God’s Word and it is His absolute authority.

- There is a Heaven to gain and a Hell to avoid.

- God has a purpose/mission for every man.

For those who have in recent days accepted Christ as your Savior, your world-view is prob-
ably a hodge-podge or combination of all of these life philosophies. It is not difficult to see 
that there is much confusion in this world because people have adopted some “truths” from a 
variety of life philosophies often contradicting one another. Your beliefs have consequences.

What is the basis for nihilism?
What is the basis for existentialism?
What is the basis for pantheism?
What is the basis for naturalism?
Etc.

The basis for Christianity is the Bible. What is the basis for the aforementioned life philoso-
phies? It is interesting that people scoff at the Bible - where’s your book?

Marx? Tolstoy? Sartre? Nietsche? Ron Hubbard? Mohammed? Voltaire? Hitler? Bertrand 
Russell? Dewey? Twain? Shopenauer? TM? Zen Buddhism? Camus? Franz Kafka? John 
Locke? Steven Hawking? Alan Derschowitz? or YOU?!

Conclusion

Christianity is struggling for survival in our culture. Why? Many believers have failed to 
sincerely follow Christ in discipleship.

Jesus did not stop when He said, “believe in me.” He said “follow me.”

Millions of people who have believed and accepted Jesus as their Savior never really accept 
Him as Lord - that is, they gladly accept His offer for eternal salvation, but their spiritual 
development does not proceed beyond that point. They have not entered into a process of 
transformation to become a more viable reflection of who Jesus is. Hence, not	thinking	like	
Jesus	leads	to	not	acting	like	Jesus.
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