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Subject:  World View #2
Title:	Jesus’ Definition of a Disciple (Missions Conference 2008)
Text: Luke 14:25-33

Introduction

Everyone has a world view, a philosophy of life. That world view is the basis upon which we 
make our decisions in life. What we believe is translated into action.

If we think like Jesus

And if we love like Jesus

We will do what Jesus did and what He has instructed us to do, “Go.”

Why	Do	We	Have	a	Missions	Conference?

I.	This	is	a	necessary	reminder	to	us	all	that	it	is	our	responsibility	to	effect	the	
whole	world	with	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.

II.	It	makes	us	aware	of	the	great	need:
- 4% of the world lives in the U.S.A.
- two third’s of the world’s population lives in the “Third World.”
- For every two people who are born, one dies and goes into Eternity.

III.	This	is	a	time	of	personal	examination,	revival	and	commitment.

IV.	This	is	a	time	to	promote	unity,	purpose	and	growth	in	the	church.

V. To  meet and be influenced by people who are in the work in pursuit of the Great 
Commission	-	Life	commitment.

VI. To promote prayer participation and financial help.

VII.	It’s	an	invitation	to	partner	with	God	and	His	sent	ones	in	His	work;	go	or	send!

Allow me to put all of these purposes in perspective. The 21st Century FBBC has willingly 
accepted a higher level of responsibility and ministry in the process of transitioning from 
1039 to 990 Manitou Road. We have seen:
- Worship
- Volunteerism
- Maintenance
- Fellowship
- Visitors and New Members
- Etc.
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We have set aside these five days on our calendar to focus on one of the most important and 
significant purposes of our church, the fulfillment of the Great Commission beyond our own 
“Jerusalem” - the Greece-Hilton-Spencerport area. It is time for us to raise the bar in our 
involvement in world missions.

It is my opinion that one of the most important reasons for the continued success of our min-
istry is our church body commitment to world missions.

We have seen many new people join us at FBBC. We want you to be part of what we are a 
part of. The rest of us need to be reminded of the great needs and our responsibility.

Last Sunday I introduced you to a series of messages that directed our attention to having the 
ability and desire to “Think like Jesus.”

According to one church researcher, he believes that a full 75% of born again Christians are 
living lives not thinking like Jesus. They have embraced or succumbed to a number of other 
world views or life philosophies.

Compare Postmodernism with Christianity side by side from last week’s message:

Postmodernism	-	Hyper	individualism
- No explanation for life and reality.
- You can believe whatever you want.
- Judges 21:25, “Every man did that which was right in his own eye.”
- No moral absolutes or truth.
- Behavior is a private matter.
- Hyper-tolerant.
- Anarchy is a true and viable expression of self.
- Feelings replace reason.
- Experience replaces logic.
- Contradictions replace consistency.

Christianity
- God exists, He created all things.
- God is holy, just, almighty and eternal.
- God exists in a spiritual realm inhabited by spirit beings that are good and evil.
- Man was created in the image and likeness of God. He is fallen morally and   
 needs forgiveness and reconciliation with his Creator.
- The Bible is God’s Word and it is His absolute authority.
- There is a Heaven to gain and a Hell to avoid.
- God has a purpose/mission for every man.

Our relative ineffectiveness can be traced to the fact that more Christians think like unbeliev-
ers than like Jesus!

How	can	this	be?
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There are three kinds of people in this church this morning:

* Unbelievers
* Believers
* Disciples

Jesus wants us to be more than believers, He wants us to be His disciples.

Jesus wants us to believe in Him, but beyond that, He wants us to follow Him.

There is a vast difference between believers and disciples. Many believers think like unbe-
lievers; disciples think like Jesus.

The call of God is to believe and follow the Lord Jesus. The call is to repent and believe, and 
then enter into a life journey of transformation to become more like Jesus and be conformed 
to His image.

A disciple is a learner, a student, one committed to learning, practicing and teaching the val-
ues of the Master teacher.

Jesus said,

John 8:31 If you continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;
32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

Let us see how Jesus qualifies and defines discipleship.

The goal for our Missions Conference is to bring a whole church body to the place where we 
think like Jesus. Where each of us is more than just the believer.

Luke 14:25 And there went great multitudes with him: and he turned, and said unto them, 
26 If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, 
and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. 
27 And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple. 
28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the 
cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it? 
29 Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold 
it begin to mock him, 
30 Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish. 
31 Or what king, going to make war against another king, sitteth not down first, and con-
sulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him with 
twenty thousand? 
32 Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth 
conditions of peace. 
33 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my 
disciple.
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The context for Jesus’ definition is found in the preceding 10 verses. 

Luke 14:15 And when one of them that sat at meat with him heard these things, he said 
unto him, Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God. 
16 Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great supper, and bade many: 
17 And sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were bidden, Come; for all 
things are now ready. 
18 And they all with one consent began to make excuse. The first said unto him, I have 
bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it: I pray thee have me excused. 
19 And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray 
thee have me excused. 
20 And another said, I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come. 
21 So that servant came, and shewed his lord these things. Then the master of the 
house being angry said to his servant, Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the 
city, and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind. 
22 And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, and yet there is 
room. 
23 And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and com-
pel them to come in, that my house may be filled. 
24 For I say unto you, That none of those men which were bidden shall taste of my 
supper. 

The invitation to discipleship is likened to being invited to a great supper (v.16). The invitees 
had all kinds of excuses or reasons to decline the invitation.

The first two excuses have to do with material things - preoccupation with the things of the 
world (vs.18-19).

The third excuse is family, putting family before the Lord (v.20).

What follows is Jesus’ definition of a disciple - the	cost	of	receiving	the	invitation.

I.	Becoming	a	disciple	of	Jesus	Christ	is	like	accepting	an	invitation.

II.	Jesus	says	nothing	can	come	between	you	and	God	(v.�6).

Even good things!

“and his own life also” - your personal agenda must yield to God’s agenda for 
your life. 

III.	Disciples	bear	their	crosses	and	follow	in	spite	of	those	crosses.

All of us have crosses to bear or excuses why we should not or need not be in-
volved. Stop belly aching and whining!
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We can understate the demands of Jesus when we preach the Gospel. We can 
give people the impression that coming to Jesus is only believing some facts 
instead	of	yielding	a	life.

IV.	Disciples	sit	down	and	count	the	cost	(v.�6).

“sitteth down first” - weighing the pros an cons, the responsibilities and benefits; 
love for God versus love of self.

V.	Disciples	determine	cost,	ability	and	willingness	to	persevere,	“finish” (v.�8).

VI.	Jesus	demands	total	loyalty	and	allegiance	to	be	one	of	His	disciples	(v.��).

VII.	Don’t	be	a	lukewarm	believer,	“forsaketh all that he hath” (vs.��-��)

If the salt has lost is savor, it is not fulfilling its purpose and is rendered worth-
less.

“If ye continue in my word then are ye my disciples indeed.” - John 8:31

Three	kinds	of	people:	
- Unbelievers
- Believers
- Disciples

Disciples:
- respond to the invitation
- make Christ the top priority
- overcome the obstacles and excuses (bears his cross)
- sit down and count the cost
- determine to finish
- forsake all for Jesus
- are not lukewarm believers

You are looking at a description of the 27 missionary families of FBBC.

We will be introducing them to you and making you more aware of their work 
and mission.

All of the time inviting you to join with them to become more than a believer, a 
disciple of Jesus Christ.

Unbelievers and believers will not be at the Missions Conference. Disciples will. 
Disciples will pray, give and go.
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Think	like	Jesus

Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth. 
19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 

Luke 14:22 And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, and yet 
there is room. 


