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Subject: World View #3
Title:	Be More Than Just a Believer - Seven Mind Changing Questions
Text: Colossians 2:8

Colossians 2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after 
the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 

Introduction	-	Tell my own personal testimony concerning where I was in my life when I 
came to trust Jesus and became a Christian

What	Is	Life	All	About?

What motivates you to get up in the morning and go to school or work or ???? whatever you 
do with your precious time?

Vocation	 	 	 Fulfillment	 	 	 Survival
Money    Obligation   Sense of Purpose
Security   Fear    Certain Goals
Notoriety   Boredom   Food, love

What	Is	Life	All	About?

A common response to the question - “Life is about doing what makes you happy and 
achieving whatever you can and getting what is due to you. When you die, it’s over, so 
you’ve got to make the best of this life while you can and enjoy whatever opportunities 
come your way. You’ve got to live for the moment, because that’s all you’ve got.”

All that sounds familiar, harmless and good, but WHY??? One’s underlying	beliefs 
produce such a statement. What is this man’s philosophy of life?

Analyze	that	statement:
- Life is happiness and personal achievement.
- Life is “getting.”
- No afterlife.
- Live for the moment.
- Make the best of life.
- Enjoy.

* Everyone has a World View.

*	Most	people	don’t	consider	their	world	view	to	be	central	and	the	defining	element	of	
one’s life, although it is!

* People spend little time intentionally thinking this through and evaluating the ultimate 
consequences of what they believe.
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* Americans rarely interact with one another at this level; sports, money, sex, yes!

*	Most	Americans	trust	someone	else,	an	intellect	or	popular	public	figure	to	represent	
what	they	like	and	find	comfortable	to	them.

(Oprah	Video	Clip	-	The	Church	of	Oprah)

What	Did	She	Say?

- There is more than one way, millions.

- Loving kindness and generosity will bring you there.

- There can’t be one way, Jesus is not the way.

- Self-awareness.

- “Took God out of the box.”

- God cannot be “jealous” - did not feel right.

- God is in all things. He’s a feeling experience.

- Man made God in his own image.

Whenever	we	make	a	decision,	we	run	it	through	a	filter,	our	world	view,	our	philosophy	of	
life, how we believe life really works.

Living by a biblical world view, i.e., thinking	like	Jesus, means that you run all of your 
thinking through the truths or doctrines taught in the Bible. We then act in a way that is har-
monious with the principles taught in the Word of God. We do what Jesus would have done.

I realize that the Bible, its authenticity and validity, are often called into question. But where	
is	Oprah’s	book?	Where	did	she	get	all	of	these	ideas	and	why	should	I	trust	her	and	
her	sources??? Does what she said really make sense?

Developing a biblical world view goes beyond memorizing a few Bible verses, attending 
church on Sunday, and hanging a cross from your car’s rear view mirror! A biblical world 
view leads to total commitment to Jesus and His mission. It leads to an all out effort to seek, 
know, obey and honor God, to seek His wisdom, and live accordingly.

God’s Word tells us that living a life like Jesus will produce the best overall outcomes for 
your life, while accomplishing your ultimate	purpose	of	pleasing	God.

Revelation 4:11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for 
thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created. 

The	results	of	ignoring	Christ	are	confusion,	stress	and	anxiety,	lack	of	purpose	and	fulfill-
ment,	distorted	perception,	physical	and	emotional	suffering,	guilt,	judgment	and	an	inflated	
opinion of self. One reaps the natural consequences of sin.
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Living by a biblical world view does not necessarily result in an easy, trouble free life, but it 
does honor and please God and is personally rewarding.

Compelling	World	Views:

Postmodernism	-	Hyper	individualism
- No explanation for life and reality.
- You can believe whatever you want.
- Judges 21:25, “Every man did that which was right in his own eye.”
- No moral absolutes or truth.
- Behavior is a private matter.
- Hyper-tolerant.
- Anarchy is a true and viable expression of self.
- Feelings replace reason.
- Experience replaces logic.
- Contradictions replace consistency.

New	Age	-	Philosophical	syncretism
- Based in Eastern mysticism.
- Draws elements from all other world-views.
- No transcendent god.
- No evil power to oppose the “divine.”
- Man is the ultimate authority - he’s already “divine.”
- Man has unlimited potential
- Man is the center of all reality.

Christianity
- God exists, He created all things.
- God is holy, just, almighty and eternal.
- God exists in a spiritual realm inhabited by spirit beings that are good and evil.
- Man was created in the image and likeness of God. He is fallen morally and needs   
    forgiveness and reconciliation with his Creator.
- The Bible is God’s Word and it is His absolute authority.
- There is a Heaven to gain and a Hell to avoid.
- God has a purpose/mission for every man.

In forming your world view and your philosophy of life, there are seven	mind	and	life	alter-
ing	questions that one must ask. The answers to these questions will serve as the basis or 
reference to all other questions and serve to direct the decisions of your life.

You must decide what you believe about each one of these and why.

It is my contention that the Bible gives the most consistent, reasonable, and homogenous 
view to life. When we think	like	Jesus, we have the foundation and reference point to make 
our decisions that produce the best workable results.
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Am I saying that its right because it works? No, that’s pragmatism. It	works	because	it	is	
right!

Here	are	Seven	Questions	that	you	must	ask	yourself.	These are the most important philo-
sophical	(world	view)	questions	in	life.	Out	of	these	questions	and	answers	will	flow	your	
beliefs, then your actions, and consequences. These answers serve as the basis for how	life	
works. 

Once we choose, we must live by those choices or, we at best, betray ourselves or live a lie, 
otherwise known as “hypocrisy.”

Seven	Questions

I.	Does	God	Exist?

II.	What	is	the	Character	and	Nature	of	God?

III.	How	and	Why	Was	the	World	Created?

IV.	What	Is	the	Character,	Nature	and	Purpose	of	Humanity?

V.	What	Happens	After	We	Die	on	Earth?

VI.	What	Spiritual	Authorities	Exist?

VII.	What	Is	Truth?

Again, what are the issues, practically speaking, that are at stake?

I.	Does	God	Exist?

Creation versus Evolution 
(Intelligent Design)

II.	What	is	the	Character	and	Nature	of	God?

Expectations and Accountability? 
Are we indebted? Responsible?

III.	How	and	Why	Was	the	World	Created?

God’s Power and Ability
Intent, meaning, Purpose for Life?
Destiny?

IV.	What	Is	the	Character,	Nature	and	Purpose	of	Humanity?

Who Am I? Different from the rest of creation.
Reason, Language, Emotion, Law
Creativity, Volition, Sense of Morality
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V.	What	Happens	After	We	Die	on	Earth?

Destiny? Annihilation? Meaning
Another Dimension? Reincarnation?
Judgment?

VI.	What	Spiritual	Authorities	Exist?

The Question of Good and Evil
The Question of Righteousness and Sin
The Question of Right and Wrong

VII.	What	Is	Truth?

Absolute or Relative?
Can we know that truth is relative, absolutely?

Postmodernism’s	Answers:

I.	Does	God	Exist?

I don’t know, no, it doesn’t matter, no one can know, you are god.

II.	What	is	the	Character	and	Nature	of	God?

Whatever you believe, want, or create him to be.

III.	How	and	Why	Was	the	World	Created?

Cosmic accident? Big Bang? We always were. “God” created and left.

IV.	What	Is	the	Character,	Nature	and	Purpose	of	Humanity?

It’s up to you. Man is basically good. We all must choose our own paths, however, they 
all	lead	to	the	same	final	existence.

V.	What	Happens	After	We	Die	on	Earth?

Nothing, or we all go to eternal bliss, except Charles Manson and Adolf Hitler. Annihi-
lation. Reincarnation. We become one with the Force. Global warming (hell).

VI.	What	Spiritual	Authorities	Exist?

Nature (Mother Earth), gods, shamans, witch doctors, psychiatrists, none, religion, 
Shirley McClain, devils, angels, Tom Cruise and Scientology, horoscopes and luck.

VII.	What	Is	Truth?

Whatever you want it to be - anarchy. “Every man did that which was right in his own 
eyes” - Judges 21:25
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George Barna says that 75% of born again Christians do not think like Jesus. In essence, 
they have not answered these seven questions and formulated a consistent life philosophy or 
world view that is consistent with the Bible’s answers to those seven questions.

There are three kinds of people:

- Unbelievers
- Believers
- Disciples

Disciples of Jesus Christ have answered these seven questions for themselves and are devel-
oping a philosophy of life based on these answers.

John 8:31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, 
then are ye my disciples indeed; 
32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.   


