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Subject:  World View #5
Title:	What Is God Like and What Does That Have to Do with Me?
Text: Romans 8:28-29; Romans 12:2; Galatians 4:19

Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according to his purpose. 
29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of 
his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.  

Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renew-
ing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of 
God. 

Galatians 4:19 My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed 
in you, 

Introduction

Define world view - your world view is your philosophy of life, the lens through which you 
view the occurrences of life and formulate your responses, decisions and actions.

Last week we began to look at the first of “Seven Mind Altering Questions of Life.” What 
you believe about the answers to those questions will have everything to do with how you 
live your life.

The	Seven	Questions:

I.   Does God Exist?
II.  What is the Character and Nature of God?
III.  How and Why Was the World Created?
IV.  What Is the Character, Nature and Purpose of Humanity?
V.  What Happens After We Die on Earth?
VI.  What Spiritual Authorities Exist?
VII. What Is Truth?

Before we look at the second of those questions, allow me to revisit the fact that there are 
three kinds of people in this room.

      Atheist (denial)
*	Unbeliever Agnostic (ignorant, apathetic)      
      Aware (So what?)
         Right of initiation
      Deceived  Good works
         Profession

*	Believer - “new creature...in Christ” (2 Corinthians 5:17)
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      “old things are passed away... all things are become new” (2 Corinthians 
*	Disciple  “continue in my word” (John 8:31)
      “whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath,
         he cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:33)

Let’s return to the seven questions specifically.

What	is	the	Character	and	Nature	of	God?

Three things that we need to address:

I.	The	Essence	of	God	-	His	Being
II.	The	Greatness	of	God	-	His	Divine	Capabilities
III.	The	Goodness	of	God	-	His	Moral	Attributes

The Word of God tells us that God created man to be unique among all of His Creation. Man 
was created in the image and likeness of God, i.e. intellectually, morally and spiritually.

It was God’s desire and design from the very beginning that man would have a happy, 
healthy and meaningful relationship with His Creator. This has powerful implications.

God created us with a purpose and He has placed before us certain expectations. Those 
expectations can be discerned by understanding who and what He is, His being, His capabili-
ties, and His moral character.

I.	The	Essence	of	God

With	reference	to	His	essence	or	being,	two	things	worthy	of	note:

1. God is a Spirit - John 4:24
2. God is alive - Exodus 3:14 - “I AM”

Because God is a Spirit, it is difficult for us to get a full grip on His reality because He 
is so unique and exists outside the realm of our human experience.

As the Creator and Giver of life, we understand that in a greater sense, He is alive. 
That is how He instructed Moses to introduce Him to the Israelite people, “I AM.” He 
is life. Life proceeds from His life. In a sense, this is part of what we call spirit, life.

So	what?	

His continued presence among us demands that we respond to His existence. As a 
child is beholden to his parent, how can one of God’s creatures ignore His existence 
and claim on life?

How I choose to respond to God’s existence directs the nature of my life. All of us re-
spond in one way or another. Every choice you make is influenced by your world view, 
whom you believe God is.
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We cannot respond to God in exactly the same way we respond to family and friends. 
We must retrain ourselves to respond to someone we cannot see, hear or touch in a 
physical way. Our relationship with God is in a higher, spiritual plane.

God has created us with the capacity to sense His presence, to communicate with Him, 
to love Him and be loved by Him. To sense joy and fulfillment by being involved in 
His life.

II.	The	Greatness	of	God	-	The	Divine	Attributes	of	God

There are many Divine attributes or characteristics of God that serve to wow us and 
stretch our imagination. The vastness of our Universe and our sense of the fact that 
reason suggests a Creator is mind boggling. As great as the Universe appears to be, 
God made it, He is greater!

* God knows everything - Omniscient
* God has unmatched power and authority - All Powerful
* God is everywhere - Omnipresent 

- Eternal, limitless, boundless, infinite
* God is tri-personal - Trinity

- One united Deity whose fullness can be understood in three distinct persons

So	what?

* He knows me, my life and circumstances.
* He is in ultimate charge or control.
* He is here, present, now.
* He has a personal interest in me.

All of these truths should have an impact on our way of thinking and view of life. Each 
of these will impact not only perception, but behavior and decision making.

III.	The	Goodness	of	God	-	The	Moral	Attributes	of	God.

Although it is impossible in our humanity, imperfection and fallenness to match the 
moral perfection of God, we know that His perfection was demonstrated in the life of 
Jesus Christ. He set the standard, God’s standard, perfection. In Christ, the believer 
has been given the righteousness of Christ in salvation. It is God’s desire that through 
spiritual transformation our actions would match our standing, the imputed righteous-
ness of God. His moral attributes set the standard.

* God is holy - morally pure - devoid of sin - perfect - virtuous - righteous.

* God is love - the defining moment, the cross - He is forgiving, benevolent, 
 patient and gentle.

* God is faithful - honest, loyal, reliable.
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* God is right and does right.

* God is predictable, constant.

So	what?

These attributes should evoke respect, fear, gratitude, and awe in us.

God is our role model. He created us to reflect His image. Mind, heart and will should 
be fixed on becoming more like Him to reflect His character and nature.

Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 
29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

If I am to be a follower, an imitator, a disciple of Jesus Christ, I will be completely 
different from what we see in people in this world today. Unfortunately, man generally 
reflects the bad choices and decisions of his first parents, their character and fallen im-
age. God’s process of sanctification and discipleship is designed to move us from the 
image of the fallenness of Adam to the perfection of the Second Adam, Jesus.

Why	is	all	of	this	important	to	God?

I do not understand this, but there is something you and I can do for God - we can 
please Him. He longs to be pleased by His human creation when he voluntarily choos-
es to be like His Creator.

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh 
to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him. 

Revelation 4:11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and pow-
er: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were cre-
ated. 

1 John 3:22 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his com-
mandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight. 

God desires to be known and worshipped by His creatures created in His image and 
likeness. He can be known by our words, He can be known through our actions. And 
by both He is pleased and worshipped.

Your world view has everything to do with the way you will live, behave, conduct 
yourself every day of your life.

Whom	are	you	trying	to	please	in	your	world	view?
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      Atheist (denial)
*	Unbeliever Agnostic (ignorant, apathetic)      
      Aware (So what?)
         Right of initiation
      Deceived  Good works
         Profession

*	Believer - “new creature...in Christ” (2 Corinthians 5:17)

      “old things are passed away... all things are become new” (2 Corinthians 
*	Disciple  “continue in my word” (John 8:31)
      “whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath,
         he cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:33)
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