
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 �

Subject: World View #7
Title:	What Is the Nature and Purpose of Humanity?
Text: Mark 12:28-31

Mark 12:28 And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, and 
perceiving that he had answered them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of 
all? 
29 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The 
Lord our God is one Lord: 
30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 
31 And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is 
none other commandment greater than these. 

Introduction

Americans believe that all men are created equal. Let me ask you a question, Are all plants, 
animals and humans created equal? Is it my responsibility to guard and protect our animal 
friends and natural environment out of a sense of stewardship? or because all creatures that 
populate the Earth have equal value? or neither?

If there is a God, does He have a greater purpose and put a greater value on human life than 
that of the animal and plant kingdoms?

What’s	your	world	view?

In our first message on World Views, I listed several popular world views of our day:

Deism    Naturalism
Nihilism    Existentialism
Postmodernism   Pantheism
New Age    Biblical

These views represent various philosophies of life or life perspectives.

Our basic view of life, or how we believe life works, has everything to do with what is im-
portant to us, what our priorities are in life and how we will interpret information and re-
spond in decision making.

How we live flows naturally from what we believe.

Allow me to compare two of these contrasting world views and note the implications of 
each.
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Naturalistic	and	Biblical	Models	for	Explaining	the	Universe	(Kenneth	Samples)

NATURALISM      BIBLICAL

a. world created from nothing    a. world created by God
b. life from non-life     b. life from ultimate Life
c. persons from the impersonal    c. persons from the Superpersonal
d. minds from the mindless    d. minds from the Ultimate Mind
e. order from chaos     e. order from The Orderer
f. reason from the non-rational    f. reason from a rational Being
g. morality from the non-mortal   g. morality from a moral Person
h. information without a sender   h. information from a Sender
i. code from a nonprogrammer    i. code from a Personal Programmer
j. truth from an accident     j. truth from the Ultimate Truth

These world views are two entirely different ways of looking at life.

When placed side by side, the worldly, “scholarly,” academically acceptable, naturalistic 
world view doesn’t seem all that smart.

When we put a university logo on this naturalistic world view, we are supposed to bow and 
give obeisance to it.

In the course of this series, we pointed out seven very important, maybe the most important, 
questions of life. The answers to these questions form core beliefs and lead naturally to how 
you will live your life.

1. Does God exist?
2. What is the Character and Nature of God?
3. How and Why was the world created?

Today,	we	want	to	look	at	the	fourth	of	these	questions:	What	is	the	Nature	and	Pur-
pose	of	Humanity?

Our beliefs, our sincere heartfelt beliefs to each of these questions, have everything to do 
with how we live our lives. Beliefs have consequences. Remember, how we live flows natu-
rally from what we believe.

If you will for a moment allow me to digress to some earlier presentations.

I have said that “there are three kinds of people in this room this morning, the lost (unbe-
lievers), believers and disciples. I noted these three categories to make a point. The point is 
that some believers stop their growth and maturity process and refuse to go on to perfection, 
sanctification or true discipleship. In no way am I suggesting to you that God gives you a 
choice to be just a believer without becoming a disciple.
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There are truly two kinds of people, saved and lost, believers and unbelievers. Among true 
believers, there are those who are greatly resisting the work of the  Spirit in them, and those 
who are not and moving on to maturity.

Believers naturally become disciples as they respond to the working of the  Spirit of God 
in their lives. If you consider yourself to be a believer, and you are not moving to disciple-
ship, one of two things is wrong with you, you are not a true believer or you are in rebellion 
against the work of God’s Spirit in you! There are no other options.

I am not saying it is right or correct for a believer to remain a believer while rejecting God’s 
work in you, God’s work moving you to perfection or maturity.

I am convinced that I have a choice, a choice to obey or not! Again, many may choose not to 
obey because they are not genuinely born again.

Second Corinthians 5:17 says, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” Are you???

I don’t know about you, but I encourage you to examine yourself!

Back to the question at hand, “What is the nature and purpose of humanity?”

The very first question in the Westminster Shorter Catechism is, “What is the chief end of 
man?” The answer: “Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy Him forever.” This is a 
very brief answer to a very big question and covers a lot of territory.

Jesus addressed this question in commandment form in Mark 12. God created man to glorify 
Him and enjoy Him by obeying this greatest of commandments.

This is what God wants of me, or commands of me, or requires of me.

Why?

Why does God want to have anything to do with me? Does God need me? Why did He make 
me? And what nature, character or ability did He give me and why?

He	made	me	with	a	mind	to	know	Him,	a	heart	to	love	Him,	and	a	will	to	choose	Him. 
He made man in such a way that man could have a personal relationship with Him. Why? 
Because He needed me? No, He made us to know, love and enjoy Him!! Why did He do 
that? Did He need to do that? No, He did that because He wanted to do that out of His ines-
timable goodness and grace. He created a being with the capacity or capability of knowing 
Him, loving him, with a will to choose to glorify, enjoy and serve Him.

He did this for us not for Him in one sense, but He did it for Himself in another, He gets the 
glory. it is a win/win arrangement.
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Ephesians 1:4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 
5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, 
according to the good pleasure of his will, 
6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the 
beloved. 

I get to know God, love God, and serve God, and He gets my recognition, praise, worship 
and obedience! He does not need me. He is forever, I am created at His will to partake or 
taste of His divine nature.

Life is your opportunity to choose for Him or against Him - you cannot be neutral on the is-
sue.

What is the nature of man? He is like God, but not God. He is like God, but less, but with a 
capacity to appreciate God’s knowledge, God’s love, and God’s will!

All this put simply in an Old Testament text:

Deuteronomy 10:12 And now, Israel, what doth the LORD thy God require of thee, but 
to fear the LORD thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the 
LORD thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul, 
13 To keep the commandments of the LORD, and his statutes, which I command thee 
this day for thy good? 

What is it that God requires? With all the commandments and perceived expectations and 
purposes that the Bible contains in 66 books, the answer to the question of requirements or 
expectations is contained in five simple concepts. In fulfilling these requirements, we will get 
to glorify God and enjoy Him forever as the Westminster Catechism directs. In fulfilling the 
greatest commandment of March 12:30, we will glorify and enjoy God forever.

These are the Five Requirements from Deuteronomy 10:12-13:

I.	“Fear the Lord thy God”
II.	“walk in all his ways”	
III.	“love him”
IV.	“serve the Lord thy God with all thy heart and soul”
V.	“keep the commandments of the Lord and his statutes”

Fear - Walk - Love - Serve - Keep

If you add all of these concepts together, we have the idea of worship.

I.	Fear	- the word means “to frighten” in the sense of making one afraid. It also means 
“to reverence,” to respect or to hold one in awe and esteem.
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Put simply, God says what He means and means what He says! Yield to His authority.

Proverbs 1:7  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools 
despise wisdom and instruction.

Proverbs 9:10  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowl-
edge of the holy is understanding.

In raising our children, one of our most important goals is to gain their respect. A 
certain measure of fear goes a long way to help children respect the parent. Respect for 
the parent (person), afraid of the consequences (outcome) of disrespect, because you 
are a man or woman of your word.

II.	Walk	-	means	to	follow	the	path	of	God’s	ways.

Jesus is the way and a perfect pattern for life of God’s ways.

Walk like Jesus.

III.	Love - more an action or attitude than a feeling. True love for another person re-
quires sacrifice, humility, loyalty and commitment.

Love grows from fearing and walking.

IV.	Serve - to work as a servant, bondmen, or slave.

Slave - def., “A person who is wholly subject to the will of another. One who has 
lost the power of resistance or one who surrenders himself to any power.”

The modern connotation of slave is entirely negative. The idea here is being subject to, 
or a servant of an entirely, absolutely, benevolent master.

V.	Keep - to hedge about, guard or protect, observe, regard or preserve.

The word means more than obey.

The goal “keeper” or protector or guard is the sense of the word.

What is the nature and purpose of humanity?

Man’s chief end is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever by loving Him with our 
whole heart, soul, mind and strength.

What	does	He	require?

Fear - Walk - Love - Serve - Keep

With these truths in place in your life, all of your decisions and actions will flow natu-
rally, or supernaturally, as you yield to the work of the Spirit of God.
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