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Subject: World View #8
Title:	What Happens After We Die on Earth?
Text: Daniel 12:1-2; Hebrews 9:27; 2 Corinthians 5:8; John 14:6; Hebrews 2:14-15

Daniel 12:1 And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for 
the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since 
there was a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, 
every one that shall be found written in the book. 
2 And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting 
life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. 

Hebrews 9:27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: 

2 Corinthians 5:8 We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, 
and to be present with the Lord. 

John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me. 

Hebrews 2:14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also 
himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had 
the power of death, that is, the devil; 
15 And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 

Introduction

Story from George Barna’s Book, “Think Like Jesus”

The story is told of an encounter with the devil. Satan entered the home of a man, sat 
down on his couch, leaned forward with a big smile, and made his pitch.

“I’d like you to sell me your soul.”

The man’s eyes narrowed as he sized up the devil. “What are you prepared to offer?”

Still smiling, the evil one replied, “In exchange for your soul, I’ll give you all the 
money you could ever want plus fame, power and respect.”

The man sat back in his chair and pondered the offer for several minutes. Finally he 
muttered out loud, “Hmmm, there must be a catch.”

“The exchange summarizes the relative unimportance many people attach to their spiritual 
essence.” - Barna

Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the 
soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 
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Jesus is speaking of two different realms in which humans live, the physical and the spiritual. 
He is saying that spiritual destruction is far more consequential than physical destruction.

The Bible speaks of two distinct kinds of death as it also speaks of two distinct kinds of birth 
or life, physical and spiritual.

The Scriptures teach that man is made up of a body, soul, and spirit.

1 Thessalonians 5:23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God 
your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

At death, there is a separation among these three. What was once one, is no more. We call 
this physical death. Is there more to the story? According to Jesus and the Word of God, ei-
ther the best or the worst is yet to come.

What you believe about life after death has everything to do with how you will live your life 
now. Your world view or life philosophy has everything to do with how you will live your 
life. Beliefs have consequences.

Review	of	the Seven	Questions

I.  Does God Exist?
II.  What is the Character and Nature of God?
III.  How and Why Was the World Created?
IV.  What Is the Character, Nature and Purpose of Humanity?
V.  What Happens After We Die on Earth?
VI.  What Spiritual Authorities Exist?
VII.  What Is Truth?

Our	Fifth	Question	is:	What	Happens	After	We	Die	on	Earth?

Researchers tell us that 90+% of Americans believe in “life after death,” and 90% of them 
believe that they will be just fine at that point of death.

Do you believe in life after death?
Will you be alright?
On what basis? Why do you believe what you believe?

There are several different beliefs about life after death among the people polled:

- nothing - “it’s over”
- annihilation
- soul sleep
- reincarnation
- judgment - heaven, hell other option?
- disembodied spirit existence
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How we live flows naturally from what we believe

* “When it’s over, it’s over” - There is no eternal incentive to live a “good” life, what-
ever that is. Self-absorption the potential consequence.

* Annihilation, soul sleep? So what? Who Cares? I’m outta here!

* Reincarnation? I will get another chance. Purging will take place in future existences.

* Disembodied spirits? Sounds spooky!

* Judgment? On what basis? What are the consequences?

According	to	a	Biblical	Christian	World	View,	This	Is	What	Happens (From	“Ultimate 
Questions” by John Blanchard, pp.12-26)

Who	Am	I?

Does human life have any meaning or purpose? 

The Bible tells us that man was specifically created by a wise and holy God, “So 
God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male 
and female created he them” (Genesis 1:27). Man is more than a highly devel-
oped animal or refined ape....God has given him a unique and honoured place in 
the universe.

Man became God’s personal representative on earth, with authority over all other 
living creatures, “Have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the 
air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth” (Genesis 1:28)

Man was created as a spiritual, rational, moral and immortal being, with a nature 
that was perfect. In other words, he was a true reflection of God’s holy character.

What is more, man gladly and constantly chose to obey all God’s commands and 
as a result lived in perfect harmony with him.

But not only was man totally fulfilled and completely satisfied with his position 
in the world. God was satisfied with man!

What happened?

What	Went	Wrong?	(�4)

Is	Sin	Serious?	(�6)

Where	Do	I	Go	From	Here?	(�8)

Can	Religion	Help?	(�0)

Is	There	an	Answer?	(��)

Why	the	Cross?	(�4)

How	Can	I	Be	Saved?	(�6)
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Having eternal hope in Jesus Christ supplies:

* meaning and purpose of life
* stability and direction
* destiny and hope
* peace with your Creator and comfort
* forgiveness of sins
* fulfilment of God’s promises
* freedom from pain and suffering
* perfection in a spiritual reality
* reunited with departed loved ones
* realization of the presence of God
* spiritual stamina to persevere
* humility and thanksgiving

How we live flows naturally from what we believe.
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