
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 �

Subject: World View #9
Title:	Do Other Spiritual Beings Exist Other Than God? What Is Their Nature and What 
Authority Do They Possess?
Text: Matthew 4:1-11

Review:	What	is	a	World	View?
* Philosophy of life
* The way that you believe life works
* Underlying assumptions that influence the major decisions of life

Previous	Questions
* Does God Exist?
* What is He like?
* How and Why was the world created?
* What is the nature and purpose of man?
* What happens after we die?

What	follows	is	from	an	article	written	by	Paul	Harvey	in	�993

“If I Were the Devil...”

 I would want to engulf the whole world in darkness. And I would have one-third of 
the real estate and four-fifths of the population , but I wouldn’t be happy until I had the 
ripest apple on the tree. So I’d set about, however necessary, to take over the United 
States.

I’d subvert the churches first; I’d begin with a campaign of whispers. With the wisdom 
of a serpent I would whisper to you as I whispered to Eve: “Do as you please.”

To the youth I would whisper, “The Bible is a myth.”

I would convince them that man made God instead of the other way around.

I would confide that what’s bad is good and what’s good is “square.”

In the ears of the young married I would whisper that work is debasing, that cocktail 
parties are good for you.

And to the old I would teach to pray after me: “Our Father, who art in Washington...”

And then I’d get organized; I’d educate authors in how to make lurid literature excit-
ing, so that everything else would appear dull and uninteresting.

I’d threaten television with dirtier movies and vice versa.

I’d peddle narcotics to whom I could; I’d sell alcohol to ladies and gentlemen of dis-
tinction; I’d tranquilize the rest with pills.
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If I were the Devil I’d soon have families at war with themselves, churches at war with 
themselves, and nations at war with themselves; until each in its turn was consumed. 
And with promises of higher ratings I’d have mesmerizing media fanning the flames.

If I were the Devil I’d encourage schools to refine young intellects but neglect to 
discipline emotions: let those run wild. Before you know it, you’d have to have drug-
sniffing dogs and metal detectors at every school house door. Within a decade I’d have 
prisons overflowing.

With flattery and promises of power I would get the courts to do what I construe as 
against God and in favor of pornography.

I’d designate an atheist to front for me before the highest courts and I’d get the preach-
ers to say, “She’s right.” Thus, I could evict God from the courthouse, then from the 
schoolhouse, and then from the Houses of Congress.

And in His own churches I would substitute psychology for religion and deify science. 
I would lure priests and pastors into misusing boys, girls, and church money.

If I were the Devil I would make the symbol of Easter an egg and the symbol of 
Christmas a bottle.

If I were the Devil I’d take from those who have and give it to those who want it, until 
I had killed the incentive of the ambitious.

What’ll you bet that I couldn’t get whole States to promote gambling as the way to get 
rich?

I would caution against extremes: in hard work, in patriotism, and in moral conduct.

I would convince the youth that marriage is old-fashioned, but swinging is more fun; 
that what you see on television is the way to be; and thus I could undress you in public 
and I could lure you into bed where there are diseases for which there is no cure.

Then I would separate families, putting children in uniform, women in coal mines and 
objectors in slave-labor camps.

In other words, if I were the Devil, I’d just keep doing what he’s doing.

Paul Harvey’s work was written over 15 years ago. It is frightening when you realize the 
insight the man had!

I can see people nodding their heads yes, in agreement with what Paul Harvey said. But did 
you really get the point of his work? Is it so much the direction in which we are headed, or is 
it who is leading us there and the implications! In this cleverly written expose of the cultural 
and moral disaster America is fast becoming, we see the Devil leading us into a moral abyss! 
Harvey is talking about spiritual warfare. This is exactly what is going on in a very covert 
but intentional way.
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Our	world	view	question	today	-	“Do	other	spiritual	beings	exist	other	than	God?	What	
is	their	nature	and	what	authority	do	they	possess?

We are quick to acknowledge the truth and reality of all of this, however, there is a great 
disconnect when it comes to the daily living of our lives, even as though none of this actually 
effects me!

We get up in the morning and go through the motions of personal hygiene, breakfast, travel, 
work, school etc., and never think about what’s really going on around us, we are all targeted 
by a fierce, relentless, incredibly intelligent and conniving enemy.  “Who me?” Yes, you!!!

If you are not a believer, Satan would like to make you comfortable in your indecision, if you 
are a believer, he wants you to think that all of this has no effect on your life whatsoever.

If the Bible is true, and we believe that it is, it is full of stories that chronicle what we call 
spiritual warfare.

1 Corinthians 10:3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 
4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pull-
ing down of strong holds;) 
5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of 
Christ; 
6 And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is ful-
filled. 

1 Peter 5:8  Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 

Spiritual warfare began long before the first human set foot on this Earth. Isaiah 14 and Eze-
kiel 28 seem to speak of a confrontation between God and His anointed cherub, Lucifer. Lu-
cifer or Satan or the Devil fell in the sense that he disobeyed God and paid the consequences 
for his incredibly bad judgment.

Isaiah 14:12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art 
thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! 
For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne 
above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides 
of the north: 
14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. 

Ezekiel 28:12 Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto 
him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in 
beauty. 
13 Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, 
the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, 
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the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy 
pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created. 
14 Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon 
the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of 
fire. 
15 Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was 
found in thee. 

When Satan rebelled against God, others joined him in opposing God and His purposes.

We see spiritual warfare in the temptation and fall of Adam and Eve in Genesis Chapter 3.

The sons of God in Genesis 6. Satan may have been employing fallen angels to corrupt the 
seed of the woman who was promised to defeat Satan and to bring man salvation from sin 
(Genesis 3:15).

In Job Chapters 1 and 2 we see more.

In 2 Kings 6, the King of Syria was waging war against Israel. God informed Elisha the 
prophet of all the Syrian king’s battle plans in advance, and the prophet conveyed them to the 
king of Israel, so that all of the Syrian attacks were nullified. When the Syrian king learned 
that Elisha was the source of his troubles, he sent out his army to seize him. In the morning, 
the Syrian troops surrounded the city of Dothan, where Elisha was staying. When Elisha’s 
servant arose early and went out, he saw the Syrian army as it was surrounding the city. He 
rushed to Elisha to tell him. Elisha remained calm. He knew something that the servant did 
not. He knew that earthly armies were no threat to the host of Heaven. Elisha prayed that the 
eyes of his servant would be opened 

2 Kings 6:16 And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they 
that be with them. 
17 And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. 
And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the moun-
tain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha. 

See 1 Chronicles 21:1, “And Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked David to number 
Israel. “

Daniel 3:24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in haste, and 
spake, and said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound into the midst 
of the fire? They answered and said unto the king, True, O king. 
25 He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and 
they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God. 

Daniel 10:10 And, behold, an hand touched me, which set me upon my knees and upon 
the palms of my hands. 
11 And he said unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly beloved, understand the words that 
I speak unto thee, and stand upright: for unto thee am I now sent. And when he had 
spoken this word unto me, I stood trembling. 
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12 Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set 
thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, 
and I am come for thy words. 
13 But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, 
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings 
of Persia. 

Daniel 10:20 Then said he, Knowest thou wherefore I come unto thee? and now will 
I return to fight with the prince of Persia: and when I am gone forth, lo, the prince of 
Grecia shall come. 
21 But I will shew thee that which is noted in the scripture of truth: and there is none 
that holdeth with me in these things, but Michael your prince. 

Matthew 4:1 1 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of 
the devil. 
2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred. 
3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that 
these stones be made bread. 
4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 
5 Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the 
temple, 
6 And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He 
shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee 
up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 
7 Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 
8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all 
the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; 
9 And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and wor-
ship me. 
10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt wor-
ship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 
11 Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him. 

Mark 5:6 But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped him, 
7 And cried with a loud voice, and said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of 
the most high God? I adjure thee by God, that thou torment me not. 
8 For he said unto him, Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit. 
9 And he asked him, What is thy name? And he answered, saying, My name is Legion: 
for we are many. 
10 And he besought him much that he would not send them away out of the country. 

Luke 22:31 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, 
that he may sift you as wheat: 
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With	reference	to	Satan,	John	writes:

John 12:31 Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be 
cast out. 

John 14:30 Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world co-
meth, and hath nothing in me. 

John 16:11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. 

See 2 Corinthians 4:3-4, “But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom the 
god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glori-
ous gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.  

See 2 Corinthians 11:13-15, “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming 
themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into 
an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the 
ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.”

See James 4:6-7, “But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but 
giveth grace unto the humble. Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you. 

See 1 Peter 5:8, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that 
the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.”

Ephesians 6:10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his 
might. 
11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of 
the devil. 
12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against pow-
ers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in 
high places. 
13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand 
in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 
14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breast-
plate of righteousness; 
15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 
16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the 
fiery darts of the wicked. 
17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God: 
18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching there-
unto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; 
19 And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, 
to make known the mystery of the gospel, 
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20 For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought 
to speak. 

This	is	probably	the	greatest	passage	in	the	New	Testament	concerning	spiritual	war-
fare.	What	can	we	take	from	these	verses?

* Every human being is involved in spiritual warfare. Christians are given great respon-
sibility to war a good warfare.

* Without the Divine help of God, the Church, God’s people, are vastly outnumbered 
and outmanned in this spiritual warfare and destined for defeat.

* It is clear from the text that Satan is at war with the saints.

* In this spiritual warfare, Satan utilizes a variety of strategies and techniques to oppose 
and defeat the Christian.

* Satan’s attack is generally subversive carried out with trickery, deception and demonic 
devices. It is primarily a battle for control of your mind and thinking processes.

* Spiritual warfare will get worse before it gets better.

* Christian weaponry is provided in Christ, the whole armor of God.

* We are commanded to put on the whole armor of God.

* Our protection is guaranteed only if we put the whole armor on.

* Our duty is not to attack Satan, but rather to stand, or withstand his attacks.

* Satan’s defeat and our defense are spoken of in terms of the Gospel. Our only offen-
sive weapons are the sword (the Word) and prayer.

John 16:8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, 
and of judgment: 
9 Of sin, because they believe not on me; 
10 Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; 
11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. 

* The nature of our weaponry tells us a great deal about the nature of the war we are in.

Your world view, when it comes to spiritual authority and spiritual warfare, have everything 
to do with the way you will live your life.

2 Corinthians 10:3  For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 
4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pull-
ing down of strong holds;) 
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5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of 
Christ; 
6 And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is ful-
filled. 

“If I were the devil, I’d keep doing what he’s already doing.”

Conclusion

Spiritual warfare is a war between Satan and his fallen celestial allies and Jesus Christ and 
His Church. It is an invisible war in that we fight against unseen forces. It is, therefore, a war 
which must be waged by faith, and not by sight. It is a war that we cannot fight in our own 
strength, but only in the strength which God Himself supplies.

The great questions is not, “Who will win?” The question in not whether God is on our side 
as much as whether or not we are on His side.

We make a great mistake when we think we can fight this war with our own talent, strength 
and resources.

We wrestle not against flesh and blood.
The devil is as a roaring lion.
He would sift you like wheat as he did Peter, the Apostle.

1 Corinthians 10:12 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. 


