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Subject: World View #10
Title:	What Is Truth?
Text: John 18:33-38

John 18:33 Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called Jesus, and said 
unto him, Art thou the King of the Jews? 
34 Jesus answered him, Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or did others tell it thee of me? 
35 Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests have delivered 
thee unto me: what hast thou done? 
36 Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, 
then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my 
kingdom not from hence. 
37 Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that 
I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should 
bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice. 
38 Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he went out again 
unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no fault at all. 

John 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 

John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me. 

Psalm 31:5 Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou hast redeemed me, O LORD God of 
truth. 

Psalm 119:142 Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and thy law is the truth. 

Proverbs 22:20-21 Have not I written to thee excellent things in counsels and knowledge, 
That I might make thee know the certainty of the words of truth; that thou mightest an-
swer the words of truth to them that send unto thee? 

John 8:32-33 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my 
word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free. 

John 14:16-17 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that 
he may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, 
because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, 
and shall be in you. 

John 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: 
for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he 
will shew you things to come. 
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“The term ‘world view’ refers to any ideology, philosophy, theology, movement or religion 
that provides an overarching approach to understanding God, the world, and man’s relations 
to God and the world.” - David Noebel

Every world view has a perspective on several academic disciplines:

* theology   * sociology
* philosophy  * law
* ethics    * politics
* biology   * economics
* psychology  * history

Your world view is:

* your philosophy of life
* the way you think life works
* what ties all your beliefs together
* what makes most sense to you
* reality
* the filter through which you pass all information that ultimately leads to the 

decisions we make to live our lives.

We have studied six previous questions: these are probably the most important questions 
humans face in this life:

* Does God Exist?
* What is He like?
* How and Why was the world created?
* What is the character, nature and purpose of humanity?
* What happens after we die?
* What other spiritual authorities exist?

Introduction

Every world view hinges on an understanding of moral truth. To the Christian, there are ab-
solute, moral truths. This is not the position of most other world views.

The need for an understandable and consistent concept of moral truth is often eclipsed by 
other less important matters like physical comfort, emotional security, personal image, and 
material achievement. However, every decision we make in some way is related to our view, 
concept, or understanding of moral truth.

Truth reflects what you believe to be indisputably accurate. In other words, for a world view 
to help you make sense of reality and lay a foundation for your understanding of meaning, 
purpose, value and righteousness, it must specify what truth is or is not!
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We live in a world of relative truths. It has become so relative that it is increasingly more 
difficult to teach proper behavior and moral truth in our schools, for all that we hold to be 
true, may not be, everywhere for everyone, all of the time. With so many exceptions, all of 
us have a tendency to consider ourselves to be exceptions when convenient for us! With so 
many exceptions and lack of assuredness, it is difficult to hold people to certain expectations.

This environment of confusion and lack of absolutes creates huge societal problems.

If there is no such thing as absolute moral truth, then there is no such thing as right or wrong. 
Paul Copan’s book, True for you, but not for me, discusses the practical consequences of this 
kind of thinking.

Without right and wrong, the idea of sin is baseless because it assumes a standard that is 
either upheld or broken. If sin does not exist, then there is no need for judgment and condem-
nation.

In my estimation, the whole idea of relative truth is man’s sincere attempt at ridding himself 
of moral authority and human responsibility, so he can act in such a way to please himself 
without the prodding of conscience or accountability.

No right or wrong? No sin? No responsibility. No judgment. No need for forgiveness, salva-
tion, God or Christ. It is a domino effect. The whole theological system of Christianity is 
rendered meaningless, useless, primitive and unnecessary.

Without the existence of sin and all of its ramifications, the death, burial and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ are historically insignificant and personally meaningless.

All of this relativistic thinking leads one to ask the ultimate question: “Does anything really 
matter?” This is consistent with evolutionary thinking that believes that everything is essen-
tially accidental or moving forward and upward beyond our control to a better future through 
survival of the fittest, not “bestest” or “rightest,” the fittest.

As a Christian, a believer in Christ, my world view is based upon the Bible. I do not hold this 
belief because it was passed down to me through my family or because I have never known 
anything else. I have good logical reasons and evidence for adopting this life philosophy.

Although I cannot prove in an absolute sense that my conclusion is true, I do have great and 
sufficent evidence to lead me to conclude that the Bible is true, the Word of God, Creator of 
all things.

I.	Internal	Testimony

The Bible itself claims to be the Word of God, it claims to be the	Truth.

*	Jesus	is	the	Truth
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John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man co-
meth unto the Father, but by me. 

John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

*	The	Word	of	God	is	Truth

John 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 

*	The	Lord	God	of	the	Bible	is	the	Lord	of	Truth

Psalm 31:5 Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou hast redeemed me, O LORD 
God of truth. 

*	Psalm	��9:���,	�60

Psalm 119:142 Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and thy law is 
the truth. 

Psalm 119:160 Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one of thy righ-
teous judgments endureth for ever. 

*	Scripture	inspired	by	God

2 Timothy 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 

2 Peter 1:19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well 
that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, 
and the day star arise in your hearts: 
20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpre-
tation. 
21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of 
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

*	Exclusivity	of	Scripture	-	Don’t	Add,	Don’t	Take	Away

Deuteronomy 4:1  Now therefore hearken, O Israel, unto the statutes and unto 
the judgments, which I teach you, for to do them, that ye may live, and go in and 
possess the land which the LORD God of your fathers giveth you.
2  Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish 
ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which 
I command you.



	 	 	 	 	 	 	 �

Revelation 22:8  For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the proph-
ecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him 
the plagues that are written in this book:
19  And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, 
God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and 
from the things which are written in this book.

II. Fulfilled Prophecy

III.	Israel

IV.	Unity	of	Scripture

* 40 authors, 66 books
* written over 1600 years
* no proven contradictions

V.	Archaeology

VI.	Fruit	and	Practicality	-	It	Works!

* best explanation for life and purpose
* U.S.A.’s success largely built on Christian principles

VII.	The	Testimony	of	Jesus	Christ

John 8:31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in 
my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 
32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 

John 5:39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and 
they are they which testify of me. 

John 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 

How	did	Jesus	endorse	the	Bible?

A. He never belittled, contradicted nor criticized the Scriptures.

B. He knew the Scriptures thoroughly. He quoted it as a reference and authority in His 
life.

John 7:15 And the Jews marvelled, saying, How knoweth this man letters, having 
never learned? 

C. He believed every word of Scripture, including all of the prophecies concerning Him-
self.
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D. He believed the Old Testament was a history of recorded facts:

* Creation - Matthew 19:4,5/Genesis 2:24
* Abel - Luke 11:51/Genesis 4
* Noah - Matthew 24:37-39/Genesis 6-9
* Abraham - John 8:56-58/Genesis 12ff
* Sodom and Gomorrah - Matthew 10:15; 11:23-24/Genesis 18-19
* Lot - Luke 17:28-32/Genesis 18-19
* Isaac and Jacob - Matthew 8:11; Luke 12:28/Genesis 21ff & Genesis 25ff

E. He believed that the books of the Bible were written by men whose name they bear:

* Moses - Matthew 19:7,5
* Isaiah - Mark 7:6-13
* Daniel - Matthew 24:15
* Jonah - Matthew 12:39-41

F. He believed that the Old Testament was spoken by God Himself or written by the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, even though the pen was held in the hand of man.

Matthew 19:4 And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which 
made them at the beginning made them male and female, 
5 And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his 
wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? 

Matthew 22:31 But as touching the resurrection of the dead, have ye not read that 
which was spoken unto you by God, saying, 
32 I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not 
the God of the dead, but of the living. 

Matthew 22:43-44 He saith unto them, How then doth David in spirit call him Lord, 
saying, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine en-
emies thy footstool? (Psalm 110:1)

Luke 20:37 Now that the dead are raised, even Moses shewed at the bush, when he 
calleth the Lord the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 

G. He believed that Scripture was more powerful than His own miracles.

Luke 16:29 Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them 
hear them. 
30 And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they 
will repent. 
31 And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they 
be persuaded, though one rose from the dead. 
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H. He actually quoted Scripture to contend with the Devil.

Matthew 4:3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, 
command that these stones be made bread. 
4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 

Luke 4:8 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is 
written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 

I. He quoted Scripture as the basis for His teaching.

See Matthew 7:12; 19:18,19; 22:40; Mark 7:9,13; Luke 18:20

J. He warned against replacing it with something else.

Matthew 5:17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not 
come to destroy, but to fulfil. 

Matthew 22:19 Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the scrip-
tures, nor the power of God. 

See also Matthew 15:1-9; Mark 7:1-12

K. He will judge mankind in the last day as Messiah and King on the basis of His infal-
lible word committed to writing.

Matthew 25:31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels 
with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: 

John 12:48 He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth 
him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day. 

Romans 2:16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ ac-
cording to my gospel. 

See also John 5:22-27

L. He not only was not jealous of the attention men paid to the Bible, He reviled them 
for their ignorance of it.

Matthew 22:29 Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the scrip-
tures, nor the power of God. 

Mark 12:24 And Jesus answering said unto them, Do ye not therefore err, because ye 
know not the scriptures, neither the power of God? 



	 	 	 	 	 	 	 �

M. Jesus Christ was subject to Scripture.

Jesus obeyed the Word. It was His authority and the rule by which He lived.

Matthew 11:10 For this is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger 
before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee. 

Matthew 26:24 The Son of man goeth as it is written of him: but woe unto that man 
by whom the Son of man is betrayed! it had been good for that man if he had not been 
born. 

Matthew 26:53 Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall pres-
ently give me more than twelve legions of angels? 
54 But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be? 
55 In that same hour said Jesus to the multitudes, Are ye come out as against a thief 
with swords and staves for to take me? I sat daily with you teaching in the temple, and 
ye laid no hold on me. 
56 But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled. Then 
all the disciples forsook him, and fled. 

Mark 9:12 And he answered and told them, Elias verily cometh first, and restoreth all 
things; and how it is written of the Son of man, that he must suffer many things, and 
be set at nought. 
13 But I say unto you, That Elias is indeed come, and they have done unto him whatso-
ever they listed, as it is written of him. 

Luke 4:17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when 
he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written, 
18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gos-
pel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the 
captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 
19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 
20 And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the 
eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him. 
21 And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears. 

Luke 18:31 31 Then he took unto him the twelve, and said unto them, Behold, we go up 
to Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of 
man shall be accomplished. 
32 For he shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and spitefully 
entreated, and spitted on: 
33 And they shall scourge him, and put him to death: and the third day he shall rise 
again. 

Luke 22:37 For I say unto you, that this that is written must yet be accomplished in 
me, And he was reckoned among the transgressors: for the things concerning me have 
an end. 
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Luke 24:44 And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, 
while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the 
law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. 
45 Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures, 
46 And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to 
rise from the dead the third day: 
47 And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among 
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 

The writers of the New Testament quote the Old Testament 695 times (Jewish New Testa-
ment Publications, Jerusalem 1989). Scholars tell us that the Old Testament is referred to as 
many as 4,105 times (Roger Nicole, The Expositors Bible Commentary, Zondervan, Grand 
Rapids, 1979, Vol. I, p.617).

The first five books of the Old Testament are quoted 245 times. Jesus quoted them 60 times.

Thirty-four of the 39 Old Testament books are quoted in the New Testament.

Matthew 4:4  But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

Deuteronomy 8:3  And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with 
manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee 
know that man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of the LORD doth man live.


